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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to because it is not clear why the drain and source of FET 12 
in Figure 1 are connected together. Further, it appears that the arrow for the body of FET 12 in 
Figures 1 and 4 should be pointed "in" rather than out as currently shown since FET 12 in 
Figures 1 and 4 is for the source follower circuit (i.e., drain of FET 12 is connected to power 
supply, and source of FET 12 is connected to a load to provide an output) so FET 12 in Figures 1 
and 4 must be an n-channel FET, so the arrow for the body of FET 12 in Figures 1 and 4 must be 
pointed in. 

Also, the drawings are objected to because Figures 2-4 should be designated by a legend 
such as -Prior Art- because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on line 15 of page 6, 
"pr determined thresh ol" should be changed to -predetermined threshold-; on line 25 of page 9, 
"el ctric" should be changed to -electric-; and on line 25 of page 1 1, "us s" should be changed 
to -uses-. 

Also, the paragraph "the, the current limitation circuit 25 determines . . . current flowing 
in the drive switching element 12" on line 22 of page 12 to line 5 of page 13 is objected to 
because it is not clear what applicant means "the voltage decline between the drain and the 
source of the drive switching element 12 exceeds a predetermined threshold value" recited in the 
above paragraph. Note that it is seen in the drawings that the current control circuit 25 having an 
input only connected to the source of the FET 12, so it appears that the circuit 25, at most, can 
only detects the voltage at the source of FET 12. 

Clarification and/or appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-7 and 9-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1, line 10, "a current" should be changed to -a first current-. 
Claim 1, line 12, "a current" should be changed to -a first current—. 
Claim 1, line 12, "the current" should be changed to -the first current-. 
Claim 2, line 10, "a current" should be changed to -a first current-. 
Claim 2, line 12, "a current" should be changed to —a first current-. 
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Claim 2, line 12, "the current" should be changed to -the first current-. 

Claim 3, line 3, "another" should be changed to -a second--. 

Claim 3, line 5, "a current" should be changed to --a second current-. 

Claim 3, line 6, before "current", —the second— should be inserted. 

Claim 4, line 10, "an overcurrent to" should be changed to -the overcurrent status to-. 

Claim 5, line 3, "an overcurrent to" should be changed to -the overcurrent status to-. 

Claim 5, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a second—. 

Claim 5, line 7, "a current" should be changed to —a second current—. 

Claim 3, line 8, "the current" should be changed to -the second current-. 

Claim 6, line 3, "an overcurrent to" should be changed to —the overcurrent status to—. 

Claim 6, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a second—. 

Claim 6, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -a second current-. 

Claim 6, line 8, "the current" should be changed to -the second current—. 

Claim 7, line 3, "an overcurrent to" should be changed to -the overcurrent status to-. 

Claim 7, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a third-. 

Claim 7, line 7, "a current" should be changed to —a third current—. 

Claim 7, line 8, "the current" should be changed to -the third current-. 

Claim 9, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a second—. 

Claim 9, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -a second current-. 

Claim 9, line 8, "the current" should be changed to —the second current—. 

Claim 10, line 5, "another" should be changed to —a second—. 

Claim 10, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -a second current-. 
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Claim 10, line 8, "the current" should be changed to —the second current—. 

Claim 11, line 5, "another" should be changed to —a third—. 

Claim 11, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -a third current-. 

Claim 1 1, line 8, "the current" should be changed to —the third current—. 

Claim 12, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -another current-. 

Claim 12, line 8, "the current" should be changed to —the another current—. 

Claim 13, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a third-. 

Claim 13, line 7, "a current" should be changed to -a third current—. 

Claim 13, line 8, "the current" should be changed to -the third current—. 

Claim 14, line 5, "another" should be changed to —a third—. 

Claim 14, line 7, "a current" should be changed to —a third current—. 

Claim 14, line 8, "the current" should be changed to -the third current-. 

Claim 15, line 5, "another" should be changed to -a fourth-. 

Claim 15, line 7, "a current" should be changed to —a fourth current—. 

Claim 15, line 8, "the current" should be changed to —the fourth current—. 

Claim 16, line 13, it appears that "flowing to" should be changed to —flowing in— (see 
line 5 of page 13 in the specification). 

Claim 17, line 6, it appears that "flowing to" should be changed to —flowing in— (see line 
5 of page 13 in the specification). 

Claim 17, line 9, "a current" should be changed to -another current-. 

Claim 17, line 10, "the current" should be changed to -the another current-. 

Claim 18, line 1 1, "between at least" should be changed to -between the at least-. 
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Note that the above corrections are necessary so that the antecedent basis for the 
limitations of the claims are clear. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 16, the recitation "a current limitation circuit for causing, when a 
voltage decline between both ends of the drive switching element exceeds a predetermined 
threshold value, the both ends of the drive switching element to be short circuited to limit the 
current flowing to the drive switching element" on lines 10-13 of the claim is indefinite because 
it is not clear what applicant means by "voltage decline between both ends of the drive switching 
element"; further, "the both ends of the drive switching element to be shorted circuited" is 
misdescriptive since the disclosure only recited that the gate and the source to have therebetween 
a short circuit (not the drain and source); further, "the current" on line 12 of the claim is unclear 
antecedent basis since it is not known which current that it is referred to. Clarification and/or 
appropriate correction is requested. 

. Further, in claim 16, the recitation "the current blocking switching element being 
provided in at least one of a path between the current limitation circuit and the power source and 
a path on an output terminal side of the current limitation circuit" on lines 17-19 is indefinite 
because the disclosure only discloses the current blocking switching element for the current 
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limitation circuit is provided in a path between the power supply and the current limitation 
circuit (see Figure 1, element 33 connected between power source 19 and current control circuit 
25), i.e., it is not provided between on a path between the output terminal side of the current 
limitation circuit as currently recited on lines 18-19 of the claim. 

Claim 17 is indefinite for the same reasons as discussed in claim 16 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-7, 9-15 and 18 would be allowed if amended to overcome the informalities set 
forth above. Claim 8 is presently allowed. 

Conclusion 

7. Because the scope of claims 16 and 17 cannot be determined due to the indefiniteness 
above, the indication of allowability for these claims is not appropriate at this point. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directly to Examiner Long Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1753. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8:00am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Callahan, can be reached at (571) 272-1740. The fax number for this group is 
(571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto. gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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